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Honoring This Year’s St Joseph Valley 50 
Year Members from the Classes of 1970 

  

  

Knights Commanders Court of Honor 
Conduct Investiture October 2019 Valley of St Joseph 

2020 Elected and Appointed Officers 

 
 

St Joseph Lodge of Perfection No 6 
Venerable Master - Don Griffin, 33° 

Senior Warden - Charles Baskins, 32° KCCH 
Junior Warden - Mike Davis, 32° 

Orator - Pat Johnson, 32° 
 

St Joseph Chapter Knights Rose Croix No 4 

 
Wise Master - Lee Ross, 32° KCCH 
Senior Warden - James Jeffers, 32° 

Junior Warden - Don Dillman, 33° KCCH 
Orator - Dennis Vogel, 32° KCCH 

 

Albert Pike Council Knights Kadosh No 4 

 
Commander - Pat Squires, 32° KCCH 

1st Lt. Commander - Kenny Miller, 32° 
2nd Lt. Commander - Tom Swearngin, 32° 

Chancellor - Steve Grossman, 32° KCCH 
Orator - JR Meese, 32° KCCH 

 

St Joseph Consistory No 4 

 
Master of Kadosh - Bernie Swartz, 32° KCCH 

Prior - Wesley Revels, 32° 
Preceptor - Keith Smith, 32° KCCH 
Chancellor - Kelly Daugherty, 32° 

Minister of State - John Hammer 32° KCCH 
 

 
St Joseph Valley Personal Representative 

Ill. Brother Jack Vernon 33° 
 

St Joseph Valley Assistant 
Personal Representative 
Ill. Brother Richard Paul 33° 

 

Almoner 
Emmett Bryson, 32° KCCH 

 

Treasurer 
Bobbie White, 32° KCCH 

 

Executive Secretary 
Wesley Revels, 32° 

 

Valley Membership  
742 

 

The Knights Commander of the Court of 
Honor (KCCH), not being a Degree within 
the 33 Degrees of Scottish Rite 
Freemasonry, rather an investiture of 
designation or dignity, is bestowed upon 
deserving Brethren by the Supreme 
Council, Southern Jurisdiction.  A Brother 
may not request the KCCH honor, if he 
does so, Southern Jurisdiction rules 
stipulate automatic refusal.   To receive 
the designation a Brother must have been 
a 32° Mason for a minimum of 46 
months, but typically the period is much 
longer.   The Valley executive committee 

nominates Brethren for the honor.  Being 
nominated KCCH, a Brother must be 
deemed to have given exceptional service 
to the Rite, Freemasonry, or his 
community, based on principles taught in 
the Scottish Rite Degrees.  The most 
distinctive apparel of the KCCH Mason is 
his red cap, "a symbol of the nobility of the 
soul, which is the parent of all Knightly 
virtues." It replaces the black cap earned 
upon becoming a 32° Mason.  He will wear 
the red cap at all Valley meetings and 
Scottish Rite functions. 
Continued to page 2, KCCH Investiture… 

It was 50 years ago this year that the Scottish Rite, Valley of St Joseph, Spring and Fall 
Classes of 1970 were initiated in the Degrees which included the Lodge of Perfection, 
Chapter Knights Rose Croix, Council Knights Kadosh, and Consistory Degrees.  All-in-all 
32 Degrees were conferred or communicated through a 4-day series of classes.     
The Spring class included 75 initiates and the Fall class included 66 initiates.   While 
many of those initiated in 1970 have passed to “That House Not Made with Human 
Hands, Eternal in the Heaven”, 15 are still living today and are receiving their 50-year 
certificates and pins.  They are listed here and we at The Valley of St Joseph not only 
congratulate them for their service to the fraternity, we’re also thankful that they each 
one, became Scottish Rite Masons, making this world a better place to live.   
Continues page 3, Honoring this year’s 50-year … 

 

Ralph L Rupe 33°, William H Strop 33°, Lloyd N Brown 33°, 
George R Stuber 32°, Billy K Baber 32°, Sanford E Coker 32°, 

Thomas L Duty 32°, David G Gilliam 32°, William P Knudsen 32°, 
Robert O Matter 32°, Michael K Monk 32°, 

Harold E Mosser 32°, William V Simmons 32° 

Pictured above is the Investiture Cast: from back row center, Ill. Brother Dale Bryan 33°.   
 Third row from left, Brother John Vernon 32° KCCH, Brother Bobbie White 32° KCCH, Brother Robert 

Couldry 32° KCCH, Brother Charles Baskins 32° KCCH, Brother Edward Stark 32° KCCH. 
Second row from left, Brother Dennis Vogel 32° KCCH, Brother Doug Wetlaufer 32° KCCH, Brother Kent 

Fisher 32° KCCH, Brother Larry Chambers 32° KCCH, Brother J R Meese 32° KCCH. 
Front row from left, Brother Don Dillman 33° (deceased), and Brother Steven Grossman 32° KCCH. 

Also, present were Brother Pat Squires 32° KCCH, Brother Emmett Bryson 32° KCCH, 
Ill. Brother Dave Lancey 33°, and Ill. Brother Jack Vernon 33° 



Pictured above are those honored Brethren who received this year’s Investiture.  From left back row, 
Brother Lee Ross 32° KCCH, and Brother Ron Peterson 32° KCCH. Front row from left Brother Keith 
Smith 32° KCCH, Brother Darryl Price 32° KCCH, Brother Melvin Gordon 32° KCCH from the Valley 

of Columbia, MO, and Brother John Hammer 32° KCCH. 
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the Court of Honor and may our Father in 
Heaven make thee a good Knight in the 
service of our fellow men”.   
Many ask why ritual is so important in 
Freemasonry? The answer simply is that 
the ritual exemplifies in dramatic form, the 
principals of Masonic philosophy and the 
ethical norms that are the basis of a well-
lived life.  The Ritual is a teaching tool.  By 
experiencing the ritual as initiates and 
afterward re-experiencing the ritual as 
observers, we begin to internalize the 
teachings of our fraternity.  Many 
congratulations to all the Brethren who 
have received the designation of KCCH. 

 KCCH Investiture … 
The Supreme Council, at the insistence 
of Grand Commander Albert Pike, 
created the KCCH rank on May 5, 1870. 
Its purpose was and remains to honor 
those Brethren who have shown 
significant achievement, without diluting 
the 32nd Degree by increasing its 
number of chosen members. It is in and 
of itself one of the greatest honors in 
the Southern Jurisdiction to hear the 
Sovereign Grand Commander say at the 
investiture's culmination, “I Dub and 
Create Thee, a Knight Commander of 

is acknowledging your generosity.  Since 
January this year, many members have donated 
$50 or $100 monthly reaching Ill. Brother 
Vernon’s request for $1,000 from members and 
individuals, as they are able.  He is also, asking 
$100 donated the first year with a $100 pledge 
annually over a 10-year period. 
In acknowledgement, members and individuals 
accumulating $500 in donations toward 
building projects receive in return a custom 
embroidered Scottish Rite Valley of St Joseph 
polo shirt or Ball cap, color of choice.  Members 
and individuals who donate $1,000 or more, are 
receiving custom embroidered Scottish Rite 
Valley of St Joseph windbreaker jackets or 
hunting vests.  Ask at the office for details. 

Personal Representative, Illustrious 
Brother Jack Vernon 33°, is asking for 
your help.  The roof at the Valley of St 
Joseph has developed a series of leaks 
over the backdrops and east stage for 
many years.  And now its reached a time 
when the entire roof is being replaced.  
But the costs are high reaching into the six 
figures.  The leaks are occurring on the 
East side where the stage backdrops are 
located and when downpours reach 2 to 4 
inches or more the water reaches all 35 
feet down the stage wall to the floor as 
seen in the photo to the upper right.  The 
Executive Committee recently approved 
cashing in two CDs for the purpose to 
begin repairs.  But when roofers began 
repairing holes in the roof, material began 
falling onto the stage floor where the 
Degree props and furniture are located as 
seen in the photo at right.  Although water 
from downpours did not reach electrical 
control boxes, much more repair will be 
required to the stage floor, backdrops, 
and lighting.  Many members have made 
contributions to the roof, but more is 
needed if the stage backdrops are to be 
saved.      Ill. Brother Vernon, in return for 
urgently needed donations for repairs, 

“We are taught that the true Mason 
labors for the benefit of those who are to 
come after him, and for the advancement 
and improvement of the human race”. 
(Morals and Dogma, 19° Grand Pontiff)   
 

As members of society, we are bound 
through our fraternity to seek in earnest the 
beneficence of all those who come after us.  
This is what separates we as Masons from 
the wisest brute.  Perpetuating the message 
taught in the Degrees of Freemasonry and 
Scottish Rite by maintaining the physical 
structures where we act out the dramas of 
our philosophic profession, assures the 
survival of the fraternity not only in our 
lifetimes but also into the future long after 
we are memories.  So, it is not about the 
money. There is a greater cause. 
Fore, all men who deserve to live, desire to 
survive their funerals, and to live afterward in 
the good that they have done mankind, 
rather than in the fading characters written 
in men’s memories.  Most men desire to 
leave some work behind them that may 
outlast their own day and brief generation.  
Is all the labor of those who are in our past, 
who have labored so diligently upon the  

Temple, to be forgotten as the dust is swept 
by a wind that does not remember from which 
direction it came?   So, may we all of us give 
proportionately to hold fast the truths of our 
profession that the messages taught in our 
fraternity might last through time as an 
example of that which is the best humanity 
can offer.   

Cost of Repairs to the Roof at St Joseph 
Scottish Rite Reaching into Six Figures 

Being Is Being, this is the 
Principle, the “Beginning” 

Morals and Dogma 19° Grand Pontiff p.325 
 

“In the Beginning was”, that is to say, IS, 
WAS, and WILL BE, the “WORD”, that is to 

say, the REASON that Speaks! 
The Word is the reason of belief, and in it 
also is the expression of the Faith which 
makes Science a living thing.  The “Word” is 
the Source of Logic!  The Christ is the Word 
Incarnate.  The accord of the Reason with 
Faith, of Knowledge with Belief, of Authority 
with Liberty, has become in modern times the 
veritable enigma of the Sphinx. [no one 
knows its origin].  It is Wisdom that, in the 
inner teaching books of the Proverbs and 
Ecclesiasticus, is the Creative Agent of God.  
Elsewhere in the Writings it is the Word of 
God.  It is His uttered Word that God reveals 
Himself to us, not alone in the visible and 
invisible but intellectual creation, but also in 
our convictions, consciousness, and instincts. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

St Joseph, as UCP continues to help children 
achieve their maximum potential now and in 
the future.  Throughout the year the Valley of 
St Joseph sponsors various fundraising 
events for the benefit of our Scottish Rite 
Ritecare program so we can continue to 
provide this invaluable service. 
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service from other sources.  And the 
decreased benefits have led to an increase 
for requests for assistance from the Valley of 
St Joseph.  Families otherwise limited 
financially, are extremely grateful for this 
Scottish Rite, Valley of St Joseph, funding. 
This past year, the UCP of Northwest 
Missouri provided therapy services for 138 
children through early intervention.  In 
2019, ninety-four children came through the 
doors of UCP’s pre-school, out-patient 
therapies, and early learning classroom 
programs.  UCP’s, speech-language 
pathologists provided services for 87 children 
in the past year.  The Scottish Rite 
Foundation is providing services to 13 
children and providing aid to more families 
monthly.  The Scottish Rite Valley of St 
Joseph Foundation funding has also helped 
therapists to maintain materials such as 
books and iPads. 
UCP’s therapists and families are grateful for 
their partnership with Scottish Rite in 

The Valley of St Joseph Foundation and 
Ritecare Clinic 
Since its inception in 1968 United Cerebral 
Palsy of Northwest Missouri (UCP), has 
served children with developmental 
disabilities including children with 
communication delays.  In 2000 the Valley of 
St Joseph began assistance for childhood 
disabilities through a partnership with the 
Scottish Rite Ritecare Clinic in Kansas City 
and in 2015, established its own Ritecare 
Clinic, the St Joseph Valley Foundation 
(501(c)(3), to assist children locally in the St 
Joseph area continuing the partnership with 
UCP of Northwest Missouri.   Many children 
have benefited from this partnership.  In 
2019, the Missouri Department of Education 
changed guidelines for eligibility for speech 
services through school districts in the State 
of Missouri, making it exceedingly difficult 
for parents of children to access speech 
therapy services.  Additionally, many 
insurance companies do not cover speech 
therapy services.  So, more families are 
seeking financial assistance to provide this 

AASR, Valley of St Joseph Teaming Up 
with Community Partnerships Since 2015 
 

we mail their certificates and pins to them 
through the postal system. 
The Valley of St Joseph currently has 116 
50- year members.  Respecting our 50-year 
members should be a courtesy ingrained in 
every one of us as it is they who have 
passed on the lectures and rituals that 
teach we who come after them how to be 
better men as Freemasons.  As Senior 
citizens, our 50-year members, have a 
lifetime of experience. They comprise 
a generation that has survived The Great 
Depression, World War II, the Korean War, 
and Vietnam.  These wisdom-filled men, 
members of the Scottish Rite, have a thing 

From page 1, Honoring this year’s 50-year….  
This year, we are doing everything we can 
to accommodate each of our Brethren 
who are receiving 50-year certificates and 
pins.  Each year in August the Valley 
celebrates new 50-year members, their 
families, and friends, with a dinner 
program.  This year has however brought 
on many challenges with the Covid-19 
pandemic and the dinner was cancelled as 
were all monthly meetings earlier this 
year.   Some Brothers have requested to 
wait to be recognized for their service to 
the fraternity until we are able to meet 
again, while others have requested that 

or two to teach us about enduring change 
and handling life’s adversity.    We should 
take every opportunity to demonstrate that 
we respect our 50-year members through 
our actions, it’s important to tell them as 
often as we can how much we appreciate 
and respect them.   Our 50-year members 
have had a positive impact on us in so many 
ways without us even knowing it.  It is they 
who show us how to be better men by living 
the example.   

 

It is Personal Representative Ill. Brother 
Jack Vernon’s hope that the Valley of St 
Joseph Foundation 501(c)(3), in partnership 
with UCP of Northwest Missouri, will 
expand to the surrounding area in the 
future.  There are many children whose 
families are not eligible for services and it 
is our mission and goal to serve young 
children with speech and language delays 
to reach their maximum communication 
skills.   
Effective communication in early 
childhood development is most 
necessary if a child is to advance in life.   
Since 1980, more than 20,000 children in 
Missouri have been served through the 
Ritecare program.  Major emphasis is given 
to preschool-age children with speech and 
communication delays.  Children and their 
families are served without regard to race, 
color, religion, gender, or national origin. 

Two 50-Year ASSR, Valley of St Joseph recipients are pictured above.  At far left is Brother Sanford 
“Bud” Coker 32° initiated in the Fall Class 1970, and second from right, Brother George Stuber 32° 

initiated in the Spring Class 1970.   Also pictured at right Brother Larry De Shon 32° and Brother-in-law 
to George Stuber.  At center left is Brother Wesley Revels 32° Valley of St Joseph Executive Secretary. 

“Building the Temple” 
 

Do you try to conquer error, 
And to live the life ordained? 
Do you banish selfish wishes, 
As in higher spheres attained? 

 

Do you try to practice virtue 
For its own dear sake alone, 

Not setting double standards 
Judging others by your own? 

 

Do you try to make life brighter 
By your sunny smiles and cheers? 

Developing joy and gladness 
As you grow in Light and years? 

 

Do you square your every action 
By the square the Master used? 

Building a noble mansion 
In this body you′ve abused? 

 

If you live a life of effort 
The result can never fail, 

Developing power and glory 
At the end of this earthly trail. 
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From A Conversation with Chuck Dunning 32° KCCH. 
A Journey of Self-Discovery.  Consciously observing who we 
are individually while at the same time living in society at 
our time and place.  The role we play in society and the 
compass we use to set our course both spiritually and 
materially.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

in the Consistory Camp, are lengthy and 
difficult to understand but no journey is 
easily travelled that includes a “Royal Secret” 
at the end of its journey.   The knowledge 
found and transmitted within the 32 Degrees, 
were written by the most learned and 
academic individuals at the culmination of 
the Renaissance period leading up to the 
Age of Enlightenment.  It contains the most 
influential wisdom teachings taught over the 
span of time of all humanity.  This is a reason 
why Pike’s, “Morals and Dogma” for example 
is so important.  It transmits for all with 
inquiring minds, the opportunity to search 
within themselves, using a moral compass 
taught by the most influential and 
knowledgeable minds found throughout 
human history. 

Master Craftsman Study Group 
Continuing to Meet through 

Zoom Calls 

This is the overall purpose and message 
taught in the rituals and lectures contained 
within the 3° Degrees of Freemasonry and 
remaining 30° Degrees of the Scottish Rite. 
We all begin in life at our several places and 
stations.  We do not all begin life equally in 
stature.  Some of us are more suited in ways 
others are not and vice versa. We all have 
strengths and weaknesses and at the end of 
the day it is important to not let our 
strengths become our weaknesses.  It is also 
up to each of us to offer our strengths to 
each other so that others may also enjoy 
the benefits of our strengths we at times 
take for granted.  In doing so, we reach a 
balance both within ourselves consciously 
and materially in the communities where we 
live.   Yes, the lessons and symbols taught 

In Remembrance 
Recorded Deceased Brethren 

January – August 2020 
 

Leonard Furst 32°, January 5th  
Don W Dillman 33°, January 17th  

Nicholas S Henderson 32°, January 18th  
Stanley L Ponce 32°, January 26th  

Clifton L De Shon 32°, January 30th  
Donald H Blakley 32°, February 6th 

Robert A Cummings 32°, February 25th  
Mark D Morgan 32°, March 25th  
Charles P Kerby 32°, March 25th  

Jordan F Bushman 32°, March 27th  
Elmer F George 32° KCCH, April 16th  

Earl W Furst 32°, April 20th  
George F Caw 32°, May 11th  

Richard B Jordan 32°, May 17th  
Charles C Preddy 32°, May 17th  
Richard W Brand 32°, May 30th  

Wendell A Sisk 32°, June 5th  
Charles W Smith 32°, June 16th  

John E Means 32°, July 7th  
Carl V Keith 32° KCCH, July 23rd  

Campbell W Collins 32°, August 8th  
Joseph P Lopez 32°, August 9th  

Lloyd R Simpson 32°, August 22nd  
Robert C Wright 32°, August 25th  

 
 
 
 

 
 

“I SAT IN LODGE WITH YOU” 
By Brother Wilber D Nesbit 1871 - 1927 

 

There is a saying filled with cheer 
That brings all Freemasons to fellowship. 

It means as much for us to hear 
As lies within the Brothers Grip. 

Nay more it opens wide the way to 
Friendliness sincere and true. 

There are no strangers when you say to us 
“I Sat in Lodge with You”. 

 

When that is said then we are known 
There is no questioning nor doubt. 
We need not walk the world alone 
Nor from each other be shutout. 

Those words hold ALL of Brotherhood 
And help us walk the world anew. 
There is something deep and rich 

And good in this 
“I Sat in Lodge with You”. 

 

Though in far lands our needs must roam 
by sea and shore and hill and plain. 

Those words bring us a touch of home 
and lighten tasks that seem in vain. 

Men’s faces are no longer strange but 
seem as those we always knew when 

someone brings the joyous change with 
“I Sat in Lodge with You”. 

 

So, you my Brothers now and then 
Have often put me in your debt 

By showing forth to other men that you 
your friends do not forget.   

When all the world seems cold and blue 
And I am weary worn and gray 

There is this golden thought I hold 
“You Said, I Sat in Lodge with You”. 

 

And when to that great last Lodge we fare 
I pray that I would be 

One of your friends Who wait you there 
Intent your smiling Face to see. 

There I’ll be with the Tiler at the gate 
We’ll have a pleasant task to do.  We’ll say 

Though you be soon or late 
“Come In, We Sat in Lodge with You”. 

JUNIOR RESERVE OFFICERS TRAINING CORPS (JROTC) STUDENTS 
RECEIVE SCOTTISH RITE, ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS 

 

Commencing in 1998 for High Schools and 2002 for Colleges, approved by the United States 
Assistant Secretary of Defense, the Supreme Council, Southern Jurisdiction, initiated a 
program of recognition for outstanding Junior ROTC and College ROTC students. This 
initiative recognizes youth enrolled in the Junior Reserve Officers Training Corps (JROTC) and 
ROTC Programs for College and Universities, recognized for their scholastic excellence and 
patriotic Americanism efforts.  The awards for classes ending June 2020 could not be 
presented because of the Covid-19 “shelter-in-place” restrictions.  Students never-the-less 
will be presented their medals and certificates of achievement September 2020 with 
transcripts noted.  Students receiving Scottish Rite JROTC and ROTC achievement awards are: 
 

Toby Wysling – Lafayette High School, St Joseph, MO 
Dylan Sanstrom – Benton High School, St Joseph, MO 
Dylan Dunbar – Central High School, St Joseph, MO 

 

The Valley of St Joseph, Master 
Craftsman Study Group, led by Host, 
Brother Bobbie White 32° KCCH, and Co-
Hosted with Brother Dale Ahle 32°. 
The study group organized 3 years ago is 
currently meeting through Zoom 
conferencing because of the Covid-19 
pandemic.  The group meets on the 2nd and 
4th Sundays each month 1 PM – 3 PM.   
The Master Craftsman Course, created by 
the Scottish Rite Supreme Council D.C., is 
divided into three sections. 
The first section called Master Craftsman: 
Symbolic Lodge, familiarizes students with 
aspects of the development of Blue Lodge 
Masonry exploring its developing 
symbolism.   Revealing the “High Degrees” 
began to develop soon after formation of 
the Premier Grand Lodge (1717). Albert 
Pike’s book, “Esoterika: The Symbolism of the 
Blue Degrees of Freemasonry”, and an 
excerpt from Arturo de Hoyas’s Scottish Rite 
Ritual Monitor & Guide (3d ed.) are used in 
reference.  This first section is also available 
to any Master Mason in good standing. 
The second section called Master 
Craftsman: Scottish Rite History & Ritual, 
familiarizes students with the basic structure 
of the Scottish Rite as well as aspects of the 
rituals and symbols of the twenty-nine  

degrees (4°–32°) and honors of the rituals 
and symbols of the twenty-nine degrees 
(4°–32°) of the Scottish Rite.  Lessons 
utilized are from “The Scottish Rite Ritual 
Monitor & Guide”, third edition, by Arturo de 
Hoyos and “A Bridge to Light”, 4th edition, 
by Rex Hutchens, as its textbooks. 
The third section called Master 
Craftsman: Scottish Rite 
Philosophy uses Albert Pike’s Morals & 
Dogma, Annotated Edition, by Arturo de 
Hoyos, 33°, Grand Cross and returns to the 
ritual of the Scottish Rite to re-explore it on 
a deeper level, by looking for the moral 
lesson imparted in each degree and then 
applying that lesson to one’s daily life.  
 

All three of these exciting correspondence 
courses are available On-Line or Mail-In. 

 
For questions or more information about 

how you can register for the Master 
Craftsman Courses or attend the Master 

Craftsman Study Group through the 
Valley of St Joseph, contact:  
valleyofstjoe@gmail.com . 

 


